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Fáilte chuig Comórtas Na mBailte Slachtmhara Super Valu don bhliain 2022. Táimid buíoch daoibh as ucht na 
hiontrála a chur chugainn, agus guimíd gach rath ar bhúr gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Mór.Thank you very much 
for your application to this year's competition and for providing a copy of the Oranmore Area Biodiversity Plan, a list 
of your projects, as well as a beautifully illustrated map, in fact, you have nearly so much great work going on in 
your town that it is hard to take it all in, so make sure to highlight the projects that are the most important to you. It is 
great to hear that after a drop in numbers that the community are beginning to realise all that you do for the 
community around them and that your numbers are on the rise, and also that you have numerous organisations and 
groups that you can call on to assist you in your work. It is great that you have a close working relationship with 
Galway County Council, as we find that when TidyTowns groups work in harmony with their local authority it 
benefits both. Good linkages with other groups including local businesses, schools, Active in Age and your local 
nursery. Great work on your 'Greening Oranmore' initiative, a lot to take on, but you have achieved a lot already and 
good luck with your continuing work on this.
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The blue planters with the Red Hot Poker plants outside the church were quite striking looking and created a nice 
pop of colour in this area. There are some lovely buildings to be found throughout Oranmore, some of those that 
particularly caught the eye included MacDonagh's pub with the beautiful thatched roof, Armorica restaurant, Flower 
Haven
There are unfortunately some derelict buildings to be found in the town, but you are doing a really good job in 
dealing with these, the house with the red door and no vacancies in particular was really well done and turned what 
could have been an eyesore into a very attractive looking building, similarly with 'Lydon's Chemist' and the lovely 
lilac painted one as well. The mural with the castle and Swallows was admired, as was the boat planter, and the 
colour co-ordinated blue planters to be seen throughout the town.
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The Wildflower Area at Millplot Park was a lovely little oasis in the town, and was being well used on the day I 
visited, with quite a few people relaxing in the area at the well. 
'Kay's Corner' just past the bridge is beautifully landscaped and looked extremely charming, just one slight quibble, 
some of the plastic membrane was not covered by soil and detracted very slightly from this, but a very minor issue. 
The Ukraine Flowerbed project with the Claddagh ring motif and Ukrainian Flag was a touching sight, and a nice 
gesture of solidarity. The landscaping in front of the Respond building looked very well.  
The Handmade Clinker Built Boat outside the Aldi on the Castle Road is decorative and a nice nod to Oranmore's 
history as a trading town and the importance of the sea and shipping.
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history as a trading town and the importance of the sea and shipping.

Some great work being done here, all informed by your very clear and wide ranging Biodiversity Plan, which not 
only identifies where action can be taken, but also identifies the Community Groups involved. The wildflower 
roundabout outside the Respond Housing Unit is charming, great to see native seed varieties being used, and the 
colourful bee sign in the centre is is a good way to get people to think about our pollinating friends and to perhaps 
plant their own wildflower area, either in their own garden or residential area. 
The signage at the Salt Marsh protected site was very informative, and explains very clearly why such an area 
needs to be protected and how important Special Areas of Conservation (SAC's) are to help preserve and protect 
our wildlife, and the Birds of the Bay is great for anyone who wants to see how many they can spot. The Bluebell 
woods is a lovely area with many different types of plants and flowers to be found here. The Pollinator Habitat was 
thriving, and the information sign explains the importance of our bees and hits home with the message that 'when 
the bees go, they're taking us with them!.

Overall, for the size of your town, you are doing a really good job of keeping litter in check, and great job in keeping 
the weeds in check, not an easy task with nearly 10km of paths. One of the clothes banks at the Bring Bank in the 
car park was overstuffed with bags, and at threat of spilling over, but otherwise the area was clean and neat with 
little litter to be found. Your 'Weekend Club' is a great idea as not everyone is able to commit to being an active 
member of a TidyTowns group but are very happy and willing to help out on an ad hoc basis when they can, and as 
well as becoming a social occasion, it is fantastic to read that a lot of your litter black spots have improved, and 
some have even been eradicated completely. Kudos also to your hard working Community Employment/CE workers 
on all that they do to keep Oranmore looking as well as possible.

A lot of practical initiatives in this category, in relation to water conservation you have expanded the amount of 
rainwater harvesting through water butts and more sustainable methods for your 60 plus planters including 
container upgrades using manure and plastic containers to conserve water. The Food Waste Initiative helps the 
environment by reducing waste as well as the economy and assisting those with more limited means to be able to 
avail of fresh produce. You are also growing plants, as well as trees from seed and do your best to grow pollinator 
friendly perennials, as well as using peat free compost. A great resource in relation to energy efficiency is the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) website, with some very good advice on energy savings, as well as 
information on grants available for both residential and commercial buildings.

The National Spring Clean for estates in Oranmore sounds as though it was a great success, and fantastic that all 
four of your local schools took part
The Community Orchards project  is a wonderful initiative, and best of luck for the other ones you have planned in 
the pipeline. The stone sign and the landscaping at the entrance to Coill Clocha looked very attractive, and the 
estate looked very well maintained. I was glad to read that you have engaged with many of the housing 
management committees, as Oranmore which should take a bit of the workload off you if they come on board with 
the TidyTowns ethos, perhaps you could have some kind of competition though for best housing estate or 
concentrate on a particular theme each year such as a wildflower garden or biodiversity?
Well done on your tree planting project in Beechgrove and we note that you have other estates lined up as well.

The Welcome to Oranmore signs are all looking very well, I particularly liked the one on Station road, some lovely 
landscaping around it. 
The pictures you have provided of the before and after of the Oran DIY premises show the difference that a bit of 
TLC and fresh paint can do, fantastic work on this. I have mentioned the numerous planters before, well done on all 
the work looking after these, and also that you are trying to be sustainable in relation to water conservation for 
these. The work that you have done on the bridge makes this look very fresh and spruce and we look forward to 
seeing the new baskets and flourishing flowers in these next year. Other work being done includes the pathway at 
Bluebell Woods, Rinville Park and Millars Lane, great effort here.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:

Sustainability – Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:

Concluding Remarks:

It was a pleasure to visit Oranmore, such a beautiful setting for a town, and so many projects to take in, well done 
on all the work that you are doing, and we wish you the best of luck in this year's entry and look forward to seeing 
your future projects come to fruition.


